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to four inches of leather thong. The assistant not knowing
what this was, Harry said with authority,, " It's a, Roman
uvula-polisher, fourth century." Harry pretends that when he
passed the shop after tea the polisher was in the window duly
labelled as such. From which piece of fooling I gather that he
is recovering.
On the top of a particularly lonely moor passed a little pub
at which, on a cycling tour five years ago, Harry and a, friend
stopped for a drink. The pub, he told me, had seemed deserted,
They knocked on the counter, and, as nobody came, knocked
again. Then the landlord appeared and said, tk Sorry to keep
you gentlemen waiting. My wife has just died,"" 1 insisted on
going in. No customers, and nobody behind the bar. Only a
black cat sitting on the counter, and nothing to be heard but
the tick of an invisible clock, I rapped, and nobody came. I
was about to rap again, when I noticed that Harry had already
got back into the car. I followed him.
Harry told me that in connection with a slum-clearance
scheme last winter he came across a room which ran over five
cottages. None of the tenants below had ever bothered about;
it, and one said that so far as ho knew the room was empty
and had been for years, the property having changed hands
half a dozen times, and successive landlords losing sight of this
garret. On the door being forced it revealed itself as a joiner's
workshop. The tools were neatly arranged on the bench. On
a peg hung a working jacket. Dust everywhere. The calendar
on the wall bore the date August 10,1914.
July 80       Home again*   240 miles in a day is too much
Saturday,   motoring for me*  At Doncaster had the worst,
slowest, and cxaspcratingost lunch in my ex-
perience,
August 7 Last week was the first time 1 had attended the
Sunday. Malvem Festival. Although I had heard frightful
accounts of previous years, I had no notion that it
could be such a bore. This year it took place in a heat wave,
arid the moment the day became bearable was the moment for
14.